IO                              CHOPIN

married Justina Krzyzanowska, a lady-in-waiting
in the same household ; and four years after the
marriage there was born to them their second
child, a son whom they called Fryderyk.

The origin of Nicholas Chopin is uncertain.
Some have said that he was of Polish blood ;
others that he was a Lorrainer. Some have re-
corded that he was descended from a Polish noble-
man who had accompanied King Stanislas to
Lorraine ; others ha\se attempted to trace his line
of descent from a trooper in the King's service.
On the other hand it can be set down with cer-
tainty that his wife Justina, poor as she was, came
of noble stock. She was twenty-four when she
married. It was in the evening of February 22,
1810, that she was delivered of her only son. It is
said that at that hour music could be heard from
her room - the sound of violins played by villagers
for a wedding serenade.

One Polish village is very much like another.
But the birth of Fryderyk Chopin there gives
Zelazowa Wola a reflected glory that enables
one to pick it out from a multitude of half-re-
membered names. The event took place in a little
low-roomed dwelling in the shadow of the great
house where the parents were employed. Their
son was seven months old when Nicholas received
an appointment as professor of French at the
Warsaw Lyceum. Poland now was looking to
Napoleon to restore her rights. The youth of the
country was ardently pro-French. There was
promise of better times. Nicholas saw that he had